H2298

This morning, I had the privilege of
joining Leader MCCARTHY and several
of our colleagues at the National Law
Enforcement Memorial to show our re-
spect for the fallen and our support for
the men and women in uniform.

Last year was one of the deadliest
years on record for law enforcement of-
ficers. So now, more than ever, we need
to back the blue and show our contin-
uous support for law enforcement.

When I was a child, I can remember
my grandfather telling me: If you ever
get in need or get scared, go to a police
officer.

Law enforcement has not changed. I
still encourage my children and my
grandchildren to do the same. I think
we have changed the way we view law
enforcement.

To all law enforcement officers in
this country: Please know that I sup-
port you. You are making a difference
in our community. You are helping the
American people, and we are forever
grateful.

On this National Police Week, I en-
courage all Americans to honor the
sacrifices that are made by men and
women in uniform, and thank every po-
lice officer for the job they are doing.

————

ISRAEL-HAMAS CONFLICT

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, to-
night, because of Hamas terror rockets,
millions of people in Israel, Gaza, and
the West Bank, including frail seniors
and young children, are huddled in
fear, worried about their loved ones,
and uncertain about what tomorrow
will bring.

Hamas and other terrorist groups are
relentlessly attacking Israel, launch-
ing more than 1,500 rockets just since
Monday, targeting Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv, Be’er Sheva, and every commu-
nity in between.

Israel 1is rightfully responding to
these attacks, protecting its citizens
and defending its borders. Civilians are
dying, Arabs and Jews. My heart
breaks for all innocents killed and in-
jured. It is true that more have died in
Gaza, but Israel goes out of its way to
minimize civilian casualties. Hamas,
conversely, goes out of its way to tar-
get civilians in Israel, while launching
its rockets from civilian areas in Gaza.

Israel has overwhelming resources to
defend herself, yet shows restraint.
Hamas has rockets intended only for
death and terror. Thankfully, with Iron
Dome, Israel has the technology to pro-
tect the lives of its citizens, which, in
turn, protects Palestinian lives as well.

The U.S. stands with Israel, and we
must do all we can to end Hamas’ ter-
ror attacks and swiftly restore calm to
the region.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, the men
and women of law enforcement live by
a creed that sets them apart from all
other professions. Unfortunately, that
creed, to serve and to protect, often
places them in harm’s way.

While Scripture does not speak di-
rectly about law enforcement, we see
that Christ said, ‘‘blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called
children of God.”

The peacemakers we honor today are
not only law enforcement officers, but
they are mothers, fathers, sons, and
daughters. They are leaders who face
danger on a daily basis to help trans-
form their communities to be better
places to live and to worship and to
raise a family.

Their service, their love of fellow of-
ficers, their love of community, and
the sacrifice of law enforcement must
not be forgotten. That is why I am
proud to join Congresswoman JULIA
LETLOW from Louisiana to introduce
the resolution expressing support for
recognizing National Police Week. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful that over 90 of
our House colleagues have joined this
effort.

The men and women of law enforce-
ment will always be remembered as he-
roes.

————
ISRAEL-HAMAS CONFLICT

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, Hamas
has fired 1,600 rockets into Israel. Each
rocket is a war crime, for each was
fired solely for the purpose of killing as
many civilians as possible.

President Biden has declared,
unwaveringly, our support for Israel’s
right to defend itself. We grieve every
civilian death, Israeli and Palestinian.
We cannot accept at face value reports
of Palestinian deaths since they come
from Hamas, a terrorist organization,
recognized as such by both the U.S. and
the EU.

Hamas has caused many Palestinian
deaths since one-quarter of its rockets
aimed at Israel actually explode in
Gaza, and because Hamas locates its
military operations in civilian neigh-
borhoods, using human shields.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend
Israel for its efforts to avoid civilian
casualties while striking successfully
at terrorists. I want to commend this
Congress for funding Iron Dome, which
has successfully avoided so many
Israeli civilian deaths.

————
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Ms. LETLOW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LETLOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during National Police Week to
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honor the 394 law enforcement officers
whose names have been forever en-
graved into the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial here in Wash-
ington, D.C.

I am honored to join Congressman
MICHAEL GUEST and 90 of my Repub-
lican colleagues in introducing a reso-
lution to recognize these brave men
and women who made the ultimate sac-
rifice. The surviving families of these
officers are now left to walk through
the unimaginable path of pain and loss.
My prayers are with them every day as
they grieve for their loved ones.

My district and State, like so many
of my colleagues, did not escape loss.
Fifteen law enforcement officers from
Louisiana were Kkilled in the line of
duty in 2020, including four from the
Fifth Congressional District:

Kejuana Artez Bates with the Vidalia
Police Department;

Kietrell Michael Pitts
Tangipahoa Sheriff’s Office;

Randy Michael Vallot with the Rich-
land Parish Sheriff’s Office; and

Marshal Lee Walter, Jr., with the
Mangham Police Department.

These officers swore an oath to up-
hold the public trust. We remember
them not just today or this week, but
for years to come. We thank all law en-
forcement officers and their families
for their sacrifice, and ask God to bless
each and every one of you.

The people of our country are forever
grateful.

with the

————
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AMERICA STANDS WITH ISRAEL

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, moral
clarity—that is what this moment calls
for. Terrorists launch rockets at civil-
ians and launch rockets from schools
and hospitals, putting kids at risk.
They use humans as shields.

Hamas is a terrorist organization
sworn to wiping out the only Jewish
state on Earth, and the House of Rep-
resentatives previously declared it
shall be the policy of the United States
to officially and publicly condemn
Hamas for violating the international
law of armed conflict by exploiting ci-
vilians.

Democracies, on the other hand, act
to limit civilian casualties and do ev-
erything they can to defend their own
citizens. Israel is a democracy. It is the
only Jewish state in the world, and our
friend and ally in Israel has a right to
defend her citizens.

At this moment as more than 1,750
rockets rain down on Israel, we must
stand with our ally and stand against
Hamas terrorism.

Please don’t be fooled by false
choices: Israel or Hamas.

But if I am asked to choose between
a terrorist organization and our demo-
cratic ally, I will stand with Israel
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every day of the week, and so will you,
and so will you, and so will you.

Mr. Speaker, America stands with
Israel.
—————
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
(Mr. GARBARINO asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, this
week is National Police Week, a time
to express our enduring gratitude for
the incredible bravery and sacrifice of
American law enforcement officers
across the country. I stand here today
to honor our men and women in law en-
forcement in the well of the U.S. House
of Representatives because we must
never forget all they do to keep Ameri-
cans safe.

Recently, an NYPD officer from West
Islip in my district showed us all what
it means to protect and serve. When
gunfire rang out in the middle of Times
Square, Officer Alyssa Vogel, a neigh-
borhood coordination officer, imme-
diately rushed to the aid of an injured
4-year-old girl. Officer Vogel quickly
applied an emergency tourniquet to the
young girl’s leg, gathered her in her
arms, and ran her to safety where the
girl’s injuries were treated in a nearby
ambulance.

Officer Vogel is a 4%-year veteran of
the NYPD. She is a wife, a mother,
and, as is evident by her bravery and
quick thinking, she is a hero that Long
Islanders can be proud to call their
own.

This is just one example of the ex-
traordinary acts that police officers in
my district and across the country do
every single day in the line of duty.

May God bless and watch over them
as they serve.

——

AMERICA STANDS WITH ISRAEL

(Ms. MANNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
solidarity with our staunch ally, Israel.
For days, Israel has been under attack
by Hamas terrorists who have fired
more than 1,700 rockets from Gaza, tar-
geting civilians and targeting Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem. Were it not for the Iron
Dome missile defense system, the loss
of life would be enormous.

Thousands of Israelis—Jews and
Arabs alike—have taken cover in bomb
shelters. I have been in Israel when
rockets were fired from Gaza into
Sderot. I know the terror of running
for cover with sirens blaring overhead,
not knowing whether I would make it
in time. My heart goes out to the
Israeli people.

Yesterday, I attended an IDF brief-
ing. Unlike Hamas, the Israeli defense
forces target the terrorists, their rock-
et launchers, weapons stocks, and com-
mand centers—not civilians. When a
democratic country is attacked by ter-
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rorists, it has the right and indeed the
duty to protect its people.

We must continue to stand with
Israel. I pray for peace and all those
who have lost loved ones.

———
AMERICA’S ENERGY PIPELINES

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss the importance of
pipelines to our Nation’s energy use
and national security. It should be ob-
vious, but with Colonial Pipeline being
out of commission this week and the
resulting gas shortages, price spikes,
and long lines at the gas pump, this
highlights the importance of this
method of transit. Pipelines offer guar-
anteed, reliable delivery and are cheap-
er and safer than any other delivery
method.

The extremely rare event of a pipe-
line being out of commission shows
how much we often take them for
granted. We have 2% million miles of
energy-related pipeline in this country.
If it can be completed, the Keystone
Pipeline, the fourth phase, only 1,179
miles, would make our energy security
even stronger. I am hopeful that the
events of the past week will cause the
Biden administration and many of my
friends across the aisle to rethink their
hostility toward this project.

Let’s work on protecting these sys-
tems from cyberattacks. Let’s work to
build redundancy systems to operate
when these attacks get through. But
let’s also remember what the alter-
native is when dogmatic policies get in
the way and take options off the table.
We will continue to need these fuels for
the foreseeable future, and I hope we
can agree to smart courses of action to
embrace the most efficient and safe
manner of delivery.

———

HONORING U.S. CAPITOL POLICE
AND MPD OFFICERS DURING NA-
TIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Ms. SPANBERGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today during National Police Week
to honor the service of the law enforce-
ment officers who protected Members
of Congress, Capitol employees, and
staff on January 6.

On that day the U.S. Capitol Police
and the Washington Metropolitan Po-
lice repelled an attack on our democ-
racy. Bear spray, American flagpoles,
fire extinguishers, and their own riot
shields and Tasers were used against
them. More than 100 police officers
were injured that day—their eyes
gouged, their ribs cracked, and their
spinal disks were shattered; and count-
less more are grappling with terrible
trauma.

In the wake of the attack, these men
and women have faced increased pres-
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sure, scrutiny, and threats. But, Mr.
Speaker, if you walk out of this Cham-
ber, you will see them standing
strong—staying committed to their
duty, their country, and their fellow
Americans.

On behalf of the people of central
Virginia, and on behalf of a grateful
Nation, I thank the Capitol Police and
the Washington Metropolitan Police
for their heroism and their bravery. 1
honor the lives and the legacies of
those we have lost: Officer Brian
Sicknick, Officer Howard Liebengood,
Officer Billy Evans, and Officer Jeffrey
Smith.

————
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. CAWTHORN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CAWTHORN. Mr. Speaker, Na-
tional Police Week presents a unique
opportunity to honor police officers na-
tionwide. In my district, we have great
respect for law enforcement, and we
honor those who gave their lives in the
line of duty.

Today, I wanted to draw attention to
the Law Enforcement Officer Memorial
Service being observed this weekend in
my hometown in Henderson County.
Ten North Carolina officers made the
ultimate sacrifice this year in defense
of their communities and loved ones.
Their memory will never be forgotten.

In my district, Deputy Sheriff Ryan
Hendrix lost his life in a gunfight this
year bravely protecting his community
from harm. His family are personal
friends of mine, and my heart goes out
to them as we remember his bold sac-
rifice.

Mr. Speaker, I now call for a moment
of silence to honor the 10 North Caro-
lina officers who have lost their lives
this year in the line of duty.

CONGRATULATING MARIA ESTHER
ESTRADA CAMPOS

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
want to congratulate my friend, Maria
Esther Estrada Campos, on receiving
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
from the University of Houston.

Esther has been a trailblazer in pub-
lic education and is a public servant
and a champion for civil rights. After
Jefferson Davis—now Northside—High
School, she went to the University of
Houston. While raising four children of
her own, Esther completed her degree
and became one of the first bilingual
instructors hired by the Houston Inde-
pendent School District, and later was
a counselor and an assistant prin-
cipal—something that was almost un-
heard of back in the fifties. All of this
was nearly unheard of, but she contin-
ued on.

She retired early from HISD to win a
seat on its board of trustees. In Hous-
ton, if people were organizing for the
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